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Abstract: This essay shows with how Guha was an qual
friend of Rama, his care towards Rama and his family,

his honesty in friendship.
An Equal friend

HEH: 9dl (2.50.32)

Valmiki says “A hunter king called.Guha dwel}s n g
village called Shringiberapuram. He is a close fr_lend ({f
Rama, whom Rama considers equal to himself

(2.50.32). In Valmiki Ramayana We see tsz\t\Rama and
Guha are close (riends. When Rama was informed that
Guha is coming, Rama rushes along with [akshmana to
meet Guha. And Valmiki says this as a matter offact. But
in the later Ramayana retellings, we S¢€€ that this Rama
meeting with Guha has lot of eulogy on hO\j\/ Rama
showcrLed his blessings on the Guha who is after all a
boatman etc...But Valmiki Ramayana which reflects thg
Vedic age, 18 absolutely devoid of class bias. Valmlk(l1
Ramayana says Rama and Guha met eac}} other an

embraced each other since they were close friends. Rama
himself calls Guha as his equal friend (§.128.4). [t is not
just sympathy or compassion which is the content of

Valmiki here, but equality. SEEH: {6l (25032
A Caring Friend

o T TN (2.50.35)

22

On hearing the news of arrival of Rama, ¢ iuha runs along
with his relatives to meet him, On seeing Rama, Guha
gets disturbed (knowing Rama’s exile 10 forest) and
embraces Rama showing s care and love. The way
Guha offers hospitality with pure love shows his care
towards Rama. Guha guards Rama and Sita the whole
night. Another important duty ol a friend is to take care
of friend’s family. Guha offers hospitality to Lakshmana
and says “Here 1s a comlortable bed made for you, my
friend! Relax oh Prince! All of us are used to hardships.
You deserve to be comfortable. We shall keep awake this
night, for the protection of Rama (2.51.2,3). Guha had a
deep love towards Lakshmana. And his care extends
even to Rama’s steeds.

When Bharatha came in search of Rama, Guha on seeing
the huge army thinks Bharatha might be desirous of
permanent kingship. Suspecting the one who was the
cause of friend’s exile and being ready to fight for the
friend is also a part of Sakhya Bhaava. He also thinks If
Bharatha is not evil minded, he shall cross the Ganga. So,
he asks his relatives to be ready for service to Rama. But
the cultured Guha first offers hospitality to Bharatha and
asks his intention to meet Rama. On seeing the devotion
of Bharatha, Guha is completely moved and praises
Bharatha’s steadfastness towards Rama. Guha makes
arrangement for Bharatha to stay the night. The next day
morning Guha asks if Bharatha and Shatrugna were
comfortable on the river bank. Guha arranges for
Bharatha’s army to cross Ganga and helps find Rama in
the forest.






