2, Virodha Bhava (Enmity)

2.1.  Inimical Conversations in Ramayana
— M. Anirudh

Abstract: This essay examines the dialogue between
Rama and his enemies in Valmiki Ramayana and
explores the uniqueness of his personality in the context
of practical application in war and conflict.

In the vast ocean of Ramayana, the trench that is Rama’s
personality amongst enemies has been explored by a
precious few. However, diving into its unfathomable
waters, we begin to see Rama in a different light, an
entirely novel dimension of the prince of Ayodhya we see
throughout Ayodhya Kanda.

When we hear about Rama’s prowess from the people
and his own family, it may seem one amongst the tales of
gods and kings that we have read in the pages of history,
a hero accomplishing daring and impossible feats. It is
only when the army of Rakshasas descends on
Panchavati however, that we see Rama ablaze in all his
might and valor, effortlessly stepping into the role as if it
were his true nature.

Rama’s conversation with Khara reveals a grander
purpose to his design, beautifully conveying the intent of
his heroism is not to conquer and emerge as the victor
but rather to vanquish the foes that threaten universal
welfare (3.29.10). Rama sees the guise of a warrior and
by extent, the very weapons used as tools to establish
peace and protect the innocent (3.10.3). Reflecting the
grandeur of his principle, Rama only touches on the heart
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of his action briefly and is swift to respond in a manner
befitting Khara’s layman blabber (3.30.5) once he
realizes there is no chance of a change in character.

The magnanimity and composure of Rama, even in the
peak of battle, may appear bewildering and even
confusing to the readers, with Valmiki going to extent of
describing Rama as invoking anger itself, as if though it
were an external entity, merely a necessary ingredient in
the recipe for war (6.104.25). On one hand, Valmiki says
Rama is the embodiment of peace (2.1.10) and one who
dislikes the warrior nature (2.109.20) but on the other
hand presents us a Rama who embraces kshatriya dharma
as his own (2.1.16) and whose very presence induces the
carth and its beings to tremble (6.104.1).

[f one questions how to synthesize these seemingly polar
opposites of the same person, as we see the concept of
one supreme truth becoming many in the Vedas (RV
8.52.8), Rama’s various dimensions are nothing more
than rays of the same sun, whose sole purpose is to
establish Dharma (2.2.48). As one delves deeper into the
nuances of Ramayana, the almost laser-sharp focus of
Rama is reflected in his every move as revealed by the
very seers he meets in journey (2.92.30).

The weightage of Rama’s goal carries through to his final
battle with Ravana and when faced with the one who
inflicted pain and torment on his beloved, Rama’s
bellowing only contains insults pertaining to his
character rather than hatred. As the people of Ayodhya
tell Dasharatha, Rama’s anger is never in vain (2.2.47)
and here, it is beautifully channelised in a concise but
powerful outrage. Rather than reflecting his personal
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vengeance, all of Rama’s abuse only speaks of the
depravity of Ravana’s misdeeds. Once again, Rama’s
focus is not to induce anger and enmity in Ravana, but
reveal the cowardice and Adharmic nature of his actions,
to highlight his faults as they were.

Rama’s commitment to universal welfare was so strong
that he was ready to accept Ravana himself if he was
ready to return Sita and embrace Dharma (6.18.36). Just
as Khara failed to open his heart to Dharma, Ravana too
could not be swayed due to his self-proclaimed ego
(6.36.11) and fell prey to Rama’s missiles, as Valmiki
beautifully describes, that emanated from the realised
soul himself (6.105.25).

To put it simply, Rama sees his enemies as nothing more
than obstacles on the path of Dharma, forces that disrupt
the peace and welfare of the beings. Rama himself
explains that he does not operate under the influence of
his emotions but merely employs any method necessary
to vanquish these hindrances (4.18.37).

Throughout Rama’s conversations with his enemies,
Rama’s true nature and goal is elegantly reflected
between the words, available to those who see Rama not
merely through his stature as a King-maker and
unparalleled warrior, but as a guiding force and the very
embodiment of Dharma itself (3.37.13).

Upon hearing Vibhishana’s refusal to perform Ravana’s
last rights owing to his cruel and sadistic nature, Rama
proclaimed he would do it himself. Rama poetically

captures his message in a final statement,

axfor ﬁqpﬂ L} m i.e. enmity remains only till
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