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2.2. Evolution of Ravana —
Amruth Suryanarayanan

Abstract: This essay is meant to show the facets of
Ravana’s character in the progressive major events of
Valmiki Ramayana. It shows how Ravana’s actions and
understandings change as the events of the mainline story
progress. Mainly it shows the series of events that caused
the dissolution of Ravana’s egoic character, leading to his
clarity in Dharma.

Ravana, the main antagonist of Valmiki Ramayana,is
portrayed with many positive and negative
characteristics. The first instance of Ravana’s appearance
shows him as a splendorous Agnihotri, a Vedic and
Shastric scholar, a conqueror of gods, and a man with
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control over elemental forces. While having such
capabilities, he spoiled the yagnas and Tapasya of other
people, tormented gods, and plundered the wealth and
wives of the people (3.33.). From the above points, we
can deduce that Ravana is an extremely complex
character with seemingly clashing features.

The first time Ravana is getting involved with the
storyline of Ramayana is when he abducts Sita under the
influence of his sister Surpanakha’s fabricated story
(3.33,34). A possible remark here is to state that the
actions of Ravana in this scenario are simply to avenge
the unsettlement of his sister. The proper
counterargument for such a statement would be to
observe that Ravana only takes action upon hearing the
beauty of Sita as stated by Shurpanaka (3.34.17).

Ravana then proceeds to lure Rama and Lakshmana to
the forest, abduct Sita, kill Jataayu who was guarding her,
and finally hold Sita in his Ashoka grove. His inability to
defeat Rama in head-on combat is known as initially
Maricha tells him so and Ravana himself says so later on

in the epic.

Ravana’s love for Sita is visible in many ways. We see
that Ravana abducts Sita but does not harm her. He
instead boasts about his wealth and power and attempts
to persuade her. He asks her to become his main queen

AT FEH d qERERS 4| (5.20.17). He does not kill

Sita and does not touch her as he knows she will end
herself if such an event happens. We see that he has
abducted many beautiful women before Sita. All of them
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are coerced to live with him as he brainwashes them
through his wealth, aesthetic sense, and the impossibility
of them returning home. He is shown to be lusty but also

has self-control and restraint of his senses. gleg ol G0
Tt Rerad Briged @@ (6.111.18).

This clashing statement of having intense desire and
restraint or self-control can be understood by looking at
the lives of several terrorists. While having complete
faith in their ideologies or religions, they are capable of
maintaining  relative  tranquillity while  doing
unspeakable actions. Similarly, Ravana, having faith and
belief in his understanding of Rakshasa Dharma, does
criminal activities while forgoing the concepts and
principles of Dharma. His inability to understand the
difference between some ethnic practices and Dharma is
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shown through his statement wadl @ e gaud |
19: | T a1 SeuT & @R e a1l (5.20.5).

Ravana is advised by members of his court like
Vibhishana and Kumbhakarna but he concedes to neither
of their words. He then gets his first blow from Hanuman
in Sundara Kanda when he is unable to control him.
Considering Ravana to be a character so powerful that he
can make statements such as “even the wind cannot my
city without my permission”, this act of disrespect
directly in his own “backyard” by Hanuman shakes his
unwavering ego. Later we see that Vibhishana advises
Ravana again and it is seen that he does have fear in his

o . . . ~
unconscious mind which he tries to deny THIRATEL:
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(6.10.28). We see that when Rama builds the bridge to

cross Lanka, Ravana takes no action immediately which
seems abnormal considering Ravana’s intelligence,
experience, and strategic knowledge. We see that he
sends spies to garner information on Rama’s army but
takes inconsequential actions. We can deduce that
Ravana is attempting to delay any form of interaction
with Rama. Then Ravana again receives advice from
Malyavan but still pays no heed to his words. After
Vibhishana leaves him due to his adharmic stand, Ravana
has no reason to continue keeping Sita other than the
words of a few members of his court and his ego.

When the war begins, we see that multiple warriors and
commanders of Ravana’s army fall prey to the army of
Rama. Hence Ravana enters the battlefield and shows his
incomparable strength. He massacres the Vanara army
and even incapacitates Lakshmana. Upon reaching
Rama, he is swiftly deprived of his weapons and
accessories and is thus defeated by Rama. Rama then
embarrasses Ravana on the battlefield and sends him
back barehanded. After this event, we see Ravana’s ego
get crushed.

When Ravana sends his brother Kumbhakarna to the
battlefield and falls prey to Rama’s arrows, he loses all
his self-belief and seems to realize that all of his losses
are due to him disregarding his brother Vibhishana’s
dharmic advice. Then the remaining rakshasas boost his
morale and enter the battleficld. When this group
perishes, Ravana wallows in misery as his children and
family members were killed on the battlefield only for
him. Thus, Ravana realizes that Rama is Vishnu himself
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