3. Vatsalya (Parental-child love)

3 1. Ram Lalla, the best child
- Dr. R.Rangan

Abstract: The essay deals with the child Rama,
occurrence of the principles behind the child in Rama of
the prime age too and the effect of the worship of Rama

as a child.

God is a child. Child plays. Child is creative. Child is
cheerful. Child is fresh. Child has a fresh insight. Above
all child is innocent. God has all these qualities.
Therefore, God is a child. Hindu scriptures like Brahma
sutra reveal the fact that God’s universal creation is a
sport (2.1.33.). Devotees see Krishna or Muruga as a
child. On seeing this the devotees of Madurai Meenakshi
(one form of Parvati), Hanuman and Shiva started to see
these Gods as children.

Seeing Rama as a child also has a long history. Though
it started on seeing baby Krishna’s devotion, it has its
own lots of original components. Adhyatma and Ananda
Ramayanas detail Rama’s child-pranks. Ram Charita
Manas of Tulsi, Madhava Kandali’s Ramayana
(Assamee) and Prakash Ram’s Ramavatara charita
(Kashmiri) have many child-plays of Rama. Tyagaraja in
one of his beautiful compositions sings on the
conversation of Kausalya and baby Rama.

Ramabhadra Dikshita in his Ramakarna Rasayanam
describes the baby forms of Rama in a beautiful way-
Rama as a baby lying on the lap of Kausalya, sitting on
the royal elephant and enjoying the procession. Aruna
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Girt Nathar too  sings in Tiuppugazh - beautifully
reparding how Kausalya calls child Rama with deep
altection to decorate and feed him
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