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3.2. Puranas and Itihasas — Role in Indian
Knowledge System
— Dr. B Mahadevan

Introduction

India 1s a country with a long surviving civilisational
history and practice known to mankind. While the modern
western scholars date the civilisation to at least 5000 —
8000 years, the indigenous sources and belief systems in
India dates the civilisation to very ancient period, almost
time immemorial. Notwithstanding these differences, a
country with such .a long history ought to have
accumulated some knowledge over its long history of
existence. There is an artificial thinking or an impression
in the contemporary society that all knowledge that we
benefit from have originated from the west. Since the
western civilisation is of relatively recent origin compared
to Indian or Egyptian civilisation, this also implies that all
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new knowledge is of recent origin. This idea is
counterintuitive and illogical.

Ancient knowledge is the accrued knowledge over several
generations and preserved in formal and informal means.
Formal means include literary contributions and informal
means include shared values and practices. Until 200
years back, the educational system in place actively
pursued the ancient Indian knowledge. However, with the
introduction of a new educational system in India by Lord
Macaulay in the 19+ century, this practice was abruptly
stopped. Therefore, today’s formal educational system in
India has, for historical reasons partly attributable to the
British policy makers on education, has kept the ancient
Indian knowledge heritage out of the reach of the
education system, arguably citing reasons of lack of
rigour and scientific value.

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) is a generic phrase that
covers practically everything pertaining to India. For a
nation with more than 5000 years of recorded history,
abundant cultural and archaeological artefacts, literature
and social and community practices defining what
constitutes Indian Knowledge is itself a huge challenge.
By Indian we mean the body of knowledge classified,
codified and made available primarily during the BCE
period. This primarily includes the Vedic corpus and other
allied knowledge pertaining to the pre-historic times such
as Puranas. All the additions to this initial corpus by study,
contemplation and new framework and ideas created
indigenously using this repository as the reference is also
defined under the category “Indian”.
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