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Abstract: This essay shows how the different communities of people in Ayodhya were involved in
the journey to Chitrakoota with Bharata to bring Rama back to Ayodhya. This essay also highlights
how that equilibrium and equality are repeated in the history previously (in the Vedas) and later
too.

The different communities involved the journey of Bharata are described by Valmiki in
Ayodhyakanda. Firstly, the royals are described:
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“All the ministers and priests get into the chariots yoked with horses, shining as the Sun and go
ahead of Bharata. Nine thousand elephants accompany Bharata with sixty thousand chariots filled
with archers, furnished with weapons of various kinds and with hundred thousand cavalries.”

Next, various communities of Ayodhya are described to be following Bharata in his jounrey:
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“The people including merchants, lapidaries, skilled potters, those who live by manufacture of
arms, carpenters, those who make various articles from peacock feather, sawyers, workers who
make artificial ornaments, those who pierce gems and pearls, those who make articles of ivory,



those who live by perfumery, highly reputed goldsmiths, weavers of blankets and other woolen
goods, those who provide hot-water baths for others, physicians, distillers and vendors of spiritous
liquors, fumigators, washer-men, tailors, chiefs of villages and hamlets, dancers with their women-
folk and fishermen journey to see Rama. Thousands of cultured Bramhins, Vedic pandits ride on
bullock carts.”

It is also particularly mentioned that all the people involved in Bharata’s journey are travelling to
see and bring Rama back voluntarily and that they are all happy.
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“They happily hug each other and undertake the journey.”

Here different communities are mentioned based on their features and jobs like people who live
by manufacturing arms, and people who make articles of ivory. We can see the same before and
after the period of Ramayana too.

Before Ramayana’s period:

In the Taittiriya Sambhita, these kinds of communities are given salutations seeing one god in all of
them.
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“Salutations to carpenters. Salutations to car makers. Salutations to potters. Salutations to smiths.
Salutations to bird keepers. Salutations to foresters. Salutations to bow and arrow makers.
Salutations to hunters. Salutations to hound keepers. Salutations to dogs. Salutations to lord of
dogs.” (Only a part of the mantras has been given the English translation).

Thus, the Veda acknowledges and salutes the different communities.

After the period of Ramayana:

1. The writers of Rama’s story are not categorized just to be from one community. For
example:

Kamban (author of Ramavatharam in Tamil, 9" century) was of weaver’s community.
Balramdas (author of Jagmohan Ramayanam in Telugu, 15" century) was a farmer.
Ezhuttechan (author of Kilipattu Ramayanam in Malayalam, 16" century) was of
fishermen’s community.

Buddha Gonna Reddy Garu (author of Ranganatha Ramayanam in Telugu, 13™
century) was a warrior (commander in chief of Rani Rudrama Devi).

Bhoja (author of Bhoja Champu in Sanskrit) was a king (kshatriya’s clan).

2. The writers of the story of Rama were also beyond religions. For example:

Rama’s story comes in Tripitaka, the primary text of Buddhism
Guru Gobind Singh has authored Ramavatharacharitam.
Indonesian Ramayana or the Kakawin Ramayana of the Indonesian muslims

3. The writers of the story of Rama were also beyond regions. For example:

Ramavatharam of Kamban from Tamil Nadu

Ranganatha Ramayana of Buddha Gonna Reddy Garu from Telangana
Saptakanda Ramayana of Madhava Kandali from Assam
Jagmohan Ramayana of Balramdas from Odissa

Molla Ramayanam of Molla from Andhra Pradesh

Sriram Pacali of Krittibas from Bengal

Thorave Ramayanam of Narahari from Karnataka
Kilipattu Ramayana of Ezhittechan from Kerala

Ram charita manas of Tulsi Das from Chitrakoot
Bhavartha Ramayana of Eknath from Maharashtra
Girdhar Ramayana of Girdhar from Gujarat

Kashur Ramayan of Prakash Ram Kurigami from Kashmir
Maithili Ramayan of Shri Chanda Jha from Nepal

Mapilla Ramayana of Mapilla muslim

Indonesian Ramayana of Indonesian Muslim

Ramakien compiled by King Rama I from Thailand



In Periya Purana (A Shaivite hagiography) and Bhakta Mal and Bhakta Vijaya (Vaishnavite
hagiographies) each chapter is dedicated to the story of several devotional saints belonging to
different communities.

Examples

Kannappa Nayanar- hunter

Appar- Velaalar

Sundara Murti Nayanar- Adi Shaivar
Kora Kumbhar- pot maker

Ravidas- Cobbler

Sena- barber

Choka Mela- carpenter, etc.

Though they belong to different communities they become the contents of the chapters of Hindu
hagiographies, by which equality is established.

Summary:

Various communities of Ayodhya people follow Bharata in his journey towards bringing Rama
back. These were the people who also cheered that Rama should be their king while Dasharatha
made his decision. They are described equally in the same magnitude in the 83™ chapter of
Ayodhyakanda. Before Ramayana’s period too, the Vedas talk about seeing one god in different
communities and offering salutations to all of them. The same way, the followers of Rama and
writers of Rama’s story later in the history are also of different communities. Though devotional
saints belong to different communities they become the contents of the chapters of Hindu
hagiographies, by which equality is established.





